
 

Rwanda Extension  
Gorillas & Albertine Rift Endemics I 

28th April to 4th May 2018 (7 days) 

 
Mountain Gorillas by Adam Riley 

 

Ravaged by a terrible genocide, Rwanda has managed to lift itself out of the doldrums and is once again 

famous as one of the best places on earth to view the critically endangered Mountain Gorilla. Not only 

this but within its small territorial limits, over 650 bird species have been recorded, offering the 

enthusiast a wealth of avian delights in this short, yet rewarding exploration. Our adventure visits two 

core areas; the bamboo clad slopes of the Virunga Volcanoes, and the seemingly endless forests of 

Nyungwe National Park. Join us as we search for numerous Albertine Rift Endemics, including Red-

collared Babbler, Purple-breasted Sunbird, Archer’s Ground Robin, Ruwenzori Turaco, Grauer’s 

Warbler, Red-throated Alethe and Dusky Crimsonwing – not to mention Mountain Gorillas!  
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THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 

 

THE ITINERARY 

Day 1 Arrival in Kigali 

Day 2 Kigali to Musanze (Ruhengeri) 

Day 3 Volcanoes National Park – optional Gorilla trekking, onward to Kigali 

Day 4 Kigali to Nyungwe Forest 

Day 5 & 6 Nyungwe Forest 

Day 7 Nyungwe Forest to Kigali and departure 
 

 

TOUR MAP 
 

 

 
 

THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 

 

Day 1: Arrival in Kigali.  This evening we will arrive in Kigali and enjoy a night in the Rwandan capital, 

before departing north for Musanze (previously known as Ruhengeri) and the spectacular Volcanoes 

National Park the following morning. 

 

Day 2: Kigali to Musanze (Ruhengeri).  After an early breakfast, we may pay a visit to the Kigali 

Genocide Memorial that provides an excellent insight into the tragic events of the 1994 Genocide, during 

which around a million people were slaughtered in 100 days of brutal violence. Travelling through the 

streets of Kigali one quickly notices that they are absolutely spotless and this bears testament to the 

resilience of its people and sustained efforts to “clean up its act”. After leaving Kigali we then begin our 

drive north for the fabulous Volcanoes National Park where our accommodations are conveniently 

located near the edge of this spectacular reserve. This park, made famous by the legendary primatologist 

Dian Fossey and featured in the film ‘Gorillas in the Mist,’ is one of the best places on Earth to see the 

rare Mountain Gorilla.   
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Day 3: Volcanoes National Park (Optional 

Mountain Gorilla trekking), onward to Kigali.  

In the morning we will make the short drive to 

Volcanoes National Park and, for those that 

choose to, there will be the opportunity of 

trekking to see the magnificent Mountain 

Gorillas. Interestingly enough, some taxonomists 

now separate these from the gorillas at Bwindi in 

neighbouring Uganda.  

 

Birding in the park is rather limited; however, 

there are a number of localised Albertine Rift 

Endemics that can be located here. Clearings in 

the dense bamboo thickets may produce the 

dazzling Regal Sunbird, Strange Weaver, 

Mountain Yellow Warbler, Archer’s Ground 

Robin, White-starred Robin, Black Sparrowhawk 

and Mountain Sooty Boubou. The beautiful Golden Monkey is also a possibility while exploring the 

large stands of bamboo. After lunch, we will begin our drive south to Kigali where we expect to arrive 

in the late afternoon. 

 

Day 4: Kigali to Nyungwe Forest.  This morning, we will be up early as we strike out for the impressive 

Nyungwe Forest in the south-west of the country. En route we will search for the colourful Papyrus 

Gonalek, White-winged Swamp Warbler, Papyrus Canary, Blue-breasted Bee-eater and Carruthers’s 

Cisticola, before passing through Butare and moving into the crisp air of the highland areas surrounding 

the huge forest. 

 

Nyungwe National Park, set in the majestic 

hills near the border with Burundi and the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

protects the largest block of montane forest 

in East or Central Africa, and, in addition, 

it is one of the most ancient forests on the 

continent, dating back to before the last Ice 

Age! A uniquely rich centre of 

biodiversity, Nyungwe is most alluring for 

its primates and high concentration of birds 

endemic to the montane forests on the 

Albertine Rift. A staggering thirteen 

species of primates occur, including the 

handsome L’Hoest’s Monkey and the 

delightfully acrobatic Angola Colobus, 

while the 300 bird species that have been 

listed here make it one of the most 

rewarding birding sites in the country.   

 

Ruwenzori Turaco by Rainer Summers 

Golden Monkey by Rainer Summers 
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Days 5 & 6: Nyungwe Forest.  We have two 

full days in Nyungwe where we will explore 

the forested hills in our attempt to find the 

areas’ endemics. These include Handsome 

Francolin, Ruwenzori Turaco, Mountain Sooty 

Boubou, Ruwenzori Batis, Yellow-eyed Black 

Flycatcher, Red-faced Woodland, Neumann’s 

and Grauer’s Warblers, Ruwenzori, Mountain 

Masked and Kungwe Apalises, Dwarf 

Honeyguide, Ruwenzori Double-collared, 

Purple-breasted, Blue-headed and Regal 

Sunbirds, Stripe-breasted Tit and Strange 

Weaver. The localised Grauer’s Swamp 

Warbler is also a shy denizen of the large 

marshes. A particular speciality here is the 

Red-collared Babbler and this is arguably the 

best site in the world to see this very desirable 

species. Furthermore, recent unconfirmed sightings of Rockefeller’s Sunbird indicate that there is still 

much to be discovered!  

 

Shy, skulking species such as Red-throated Alethe, Archer’s Ground Robin and the rare Abyssinian 

(Kivu) Ground Thrush are best looked for on the steep forest tracks and we will be ever alert for the 

chance of seeing the beautiful and incredibly rare Shelley’s Crimsonwing. Other delightful species 

include Mackinnon’s Shrike, White-bellied Robin-Chat, Cinnamon Bracken and Evergreen Forest 

Warblers, Mountain Illadopsis, Pink-footed Puffback, Ruwenzori Hill Babbler, Dusky Tit, Chestnut-

throated Apalis, Black-faced Prinia, shy Grey-chested Babbler, Many-colored, Doherty’s and Lagden’s 

Bushshrikes, White-tailed Blue Flycatcher, 

Waller’s, Stuhlmann’s and Sharpe’s 

Starlings, Scarce Swift, Red-chested Flufftail, 

Great Blue Turaco, Barred Long-tailed 

Cuckoo and White-bellied Crested 

Flycatcher. 

 

An evening excursion will more than likely 

produce Ruwenzori Nightjar, which is locally 

common along the forest edge in Nyungwe. 

The possibility of locating some rarer species 

also is not out of the question, as previous 

trips have produced Fraser’s Eagle-Owl and 

even the near mythical Albertine Owlet. 

 

Day 7: Nyungwe Forest to Kigali.  After 

some final birding in the fantastic Nyungwe 

Forest, we head back to Kigali for our 

departing flights in the late afternoon. 

 

 

Archer’s Ground Robin by Adam Riley 

Lagden’s Bushshrike by David Hoddinott 
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FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for this 

tour are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT NOTES below. 

 

This includes: 

 All meals from dinner on day 1 to lunch on day 7;  

 Bottled drinking water;  

 All lodgings as per the itinerary;  

 Ground transportation;  

 All reserve entrance fees;  

 All guiding services; and` 

 Tips for local guides and services. 

 

The tour fee does not include: 

 ANY flights; 

 Visa fees; 

 Gorilla Trekking Booking or Fees, 

 Any beverages (including mini-bar charges at hotels); 

 Special gratuities; 

 Telephone calls and 

 Laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

Single Supplement: 

The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single accommodation. If 

RBT cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you choose to share, the single 

supplement will become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that a rooming partner 

is found if you do wish to share. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour price 

is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other currencies 

listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final invoicing (usually 

4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single supplement rates, 

which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 

b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small party 

supplement will have to be charged.  

c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may have 

to be adjusted as a result.  

d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 

leader/s at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt 

to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 

 

Tipping:  

As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants etc.) are included on this tour. However, this 

does NOT include your Rockjumper leader/s. If, therefore, you feel that he/they have given you excellent 

service, it is entirely appropriate to tip them. 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tourinfo/rwanda-gorillas-albertine-rift-endemics-i-2018
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PLEASE NOTE: 

 Accommodations used during this tour are of a good standard and are usually the best, most 

appropriate accommodations available.  

 It is important for the comfort of your fellow travellers that you do not over-pack. Kindly stick to 

20kg for check in luggage and 8kg for hand luggage. 

 Fitness: This Rwanda tour does not require a high level of fitness, but participants should be 

reasonably fit and in good general health as a lot the birding will be done on foot, and may require 

walking for several hours at a time (e.g. trails in Nyungwe Forest). Some of the forest trails can be 

quite steep and slippery, especially after rain. Should you have any physical limitations or medical 

conditions, please notify us in advance of departure. 

 The optional Gorilla trek in Volcanoes National Park sometimes involves several hours of 

strenuous walking on steep slopes, often off-trail. The chance of finding the gorillas is very high, 

but on some occasions, in the past, the trackers have not been able to locate the mobile family 

groups. Your Rockjumper Tour Leader will not accompany you on the Gorilla Trekking and will 

continue birding with other clients not partaking in the trekking itself. 

 Transport will be by stretch Toyota Landcruiser 4x4. The roads are generally in good repair and 

the road distances relatively short, although this is hilly country and covering distances can take 

time on the winding roads. 

 

ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include ANY airfares. The tour will depart from Kigali early on day 2 of the tour, 

please arrive in Kigali in advance of this time. The tour will conclude by mid to late afternoon in Kigali 

on day 7. 

 The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and 

departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been 

officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this 

regard, kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHTS: 

Kigali International Airport (IATA: KGL) is the only port of entry for international flights into Rwanda 

and is serviced by Kenya Airways from Nairobi, Kenya as well as Rwanda Air from Entebbe, Uganda. 

We have the capacity to advise you on the best route according to your preferences but your local travel 

agent will best be able to book these flights for you. 

IMPORTANT: please DO NOT book your international flights until you have consulted the 

Rockjumper Head Office for confirmation on the status of the tour. 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Ltd 

Labourdonnais Village 

Mapou 

Mauritius 

Tel (USA & Canada) toll free: 1-888-990-5552 

Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com 
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mailto:rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com
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